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Boston has several replles to this
sho was altogether right in disliking Mr. Mellen
and his ratlrond. Another answer Is the record
With such little items as a revolution and a civil
war fostered by its citlzens, Boston ean scarcely
he rated as wholly negative in its attitode Latterly,
it must be confessed, the city has developed certain

i And all the air a restless bedlam holds,
|bave where our Nora sleeps beyond her right,
While kitchen tinklings hint the milk and rolls,

W. G. 5.

And now, within this Ivory-mantled Tower,
The moping bard doth to the town complaln,

b Matl |
Entered at the PostofMce u’m- York aa Becond Class | new breeds of "antis” with mental Invelutions that | Go! switeh on alk of thy poetle power,

Matter.
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The Becker Verdict.

The result of the second Becker trial Is a ﬁnﬂl-|
cation of the soundness and efliclency of the jnr.rl
system. As our criminal procedure has become

tion our juries have happlly become .
disposed to vindicate the majesty of the law by ad-|
hering to simple, common sense methods, |

Juries nowadays stand in no great awe of €0D| o000 40 soncede that Brooklyn needs any waking |
tusing technlealities and the red tape of Iecaﬂsmv!up, There Is & comfortable calmness about her | w

Intelligence and independence are more widespread,
and a jury, consclons of its abllity to interpret facts,
{= less hindered than ever before In {nterpreting
them in accordance with its own ideas of reason.
After the recent reversal rulings of the Court of
Appeals it might have been imagined that jurymen
would balk a little at treating the facts in the Ro-

senthal murder case just as they would treat the| oo 0 0 Glenn will not love Speaker Sweet for |

aceustomed facts of everyday life But they did |
not besitate to go stralght from practically the |
game data to the same inevitable conclusion.

Who was the inciter of Rosenthal's murder? The
state held that Becker was the man most actively
interested In putting Rosenthal out of the way, and
the best efforts of the defendant's counsel would
have seemed to almost any twelve {mpartial-minded
men to fall far short of giving plausibility to any
contrary theory

It may not be incumbent on a defence to set up
an alternative theory, but had there been any ground
on which to base the elaim that Rosenthal was shot
without Becker's knowledge in a “gamblers’ war"
counsel for an wonld undoubtedly
have found a way to shake the jury's confidence

Innocent man

in the state's rival solution.

Becker's defence was ultogether too passive. It
stood solely on megations, and those megations did
not L‘TE.‘![I_\" apped] to common sense. There was
not enough of the fighting spirit of conscions inno-
cenee on the Becker side to shatter even from the
psychological point of view the damaging array of
direct and corroborative evidence presented by the
District Attorney. I

We lo not see how any competent fury could find |
Bocker innocent the showing made either at

on
this trial or at the first trial. Because we belleved
the first verdict substantially just we deplored the
getion of the Court of Appeals In overruling it on
techinlealities. In our view the technical errors
found may have muarred the juristical symmetry of
the first trial, but they did not interfere with the
reasonability of the verdict.

To the lay mind the substantialities of justice are
more important than the niceties of procedure, and
when substantinl justice is defeated on Dnarrow
grounds of technicality it is our opinion that both
the courts and the public suffer.

Criminals have extraordinary advantages under
our system of criminal law. The dice are always
loaded in thelr favor. The chances of an innocent
man's being convicted are negligible, The chances |
In favor of a gullty mun's escaping sare far tt’ml
libernl,

Such verdicts as that in the Becker trial yester- |
They show that juries

are stanch sind eager to do Justice as they see It, and

day are therefore renssuring.

Justice as the jury sees It is still properly the con-
trolling ileal in our eriminal trial system,

Mr.
fought against great odds a splendidly successful

Whitman Is to be congratulated on having

battle to bring to account the man “highest up" tu|
the Hosenthal murder consplracy. |
aew York will be a cleaner and hetter city for the |
conviction of this arch eriminal masquerading in a |
pollceman’s uniform,
“Unofficial” State Convention.
The Committee's refusil to
sanctlon state convention this fall
select candidates for state offices is eminently logical
1t Is proper, even desirable, to have

The
Republican County

an unothicial to

and sensible,

such a conventlon for a disenssion of party policiss
to be embodied in the platform, a ratitication of
the change In basls of representation fn natlonnl

conventions and a consideration of the personnel
of the group of delegates-atdarge to the constity-
| and exceptional body,
It is a different matter with eandidates for regu-
The law provides that these shall
be nominated directly at the primaries, While 13
does not attempt to preveut any prellminary party
goetion, official or unotliclal, the spirit of the law is
not In accord with the holding of any party con-
vention of haud picked delegates to bund pick one
or more candidates acceptable to whatever element
happened to control the conventlon and send themn
forth with the stamp of party approval on them for
primary unses

Logleally, such course would be irregular:
practically it wogld be foollshness. It would split
the party and make the subsequent primaries a
farce. The existing Inw Is weak In many respects
and ungualifiedly bad in 4 few. Yet the way to get
a better law is not to disregard this one. If there |
s any merit in the direct primary It Is that candl-
dates shall go before the party voters on an equal
basls, without pull or preference. To attempt to
pullify this through the selection of candidates by a
body not responsible to the voters would be futile, if
not fatal. The County Committes deserves the

tionnl convention, a spe

lnr stule otfices.

tm;would have stirred oaths from thelr I'orehu:!nrs.l

equally handy with tea-chests and maskets.

But Mr. Mellen ought to be thankful for this
modern flnespun philosophy and ealmly eritical
spirit. We hate to think what the solid men of
oldtime Boston might have done to himl

Waking Up Brooklyn.
This is subway day In Brooklyn and the ery of

| *Wake up!” will be heard In the borough. Work is
more and more over-refined and more and more ob- | actually to commence on the slx-track subway np!
structive of the true purpose of criminal administra- | pghush avenue to Prospect Park, and besides the

more and more | usual shovelling of earth with gold shovels there are | 0 0 4ornn 00 our ripe

to be receptions, luncheons, gpeeches and parades.
The day is due and overdue, and there Is every
reason why the borough should celebrate. But we

citizens. That is why they elect to live there, But
it 18 & blessed relief after the strennosities of Man-

 hattan, and it would be a thousand pities if ex-|

citement over anything should destroy It

Surely New York can afford to cherish one spot
fn which to preserve such old-fashioned institutions
as sleep, churchgoing and real, individual homes.

Credit for Appropriations Cuts,

the unshrinking way in which the latter removes
the Gubernatorial laurel crown, self-bestowed for
holding down the state's approprintions, Yet the
records show that an accurate distribution of pralse
for that achievement must award more to the As-
semubly than to the Executive, The Governor, as
Speaker Sweet points out, hus talked more about
economy and the amounts of his appropriations
vetoes: but the Assembly has (done greater serviee
In paring down appropriations before they ever got
to the Governor and in keeping politieal grabs out
of the bills than the Governor was able to do.

The Tribune has no desire to withhold praise
from the Governor for the good work which he
did. It has no desire, elther, to ses hlm obtain
eredit for good work which the Republican Assem-
bly did. And it seems to be necessary at this stage
of the controversy to remark that if the Governor,
& Democrat, and the Tammany Senate had been as
willing as they eald they were to cut expenditures
down to the! bone the appropriations might be a
great deal lower than they are. The Republican
Assembly proposed a rigidity of economy which the
Demoerats were not willing to accept beeause it in-
volved a loss of jobs for party henchmen. If they
had heen self-sacrificing enough to aceept that and
even to retaliate by further ents which Involved
some Republiean jobs they would be entitled to nll
the economy glory they now elnim,

The Fire Hazard of Carelessness.

It Is a striking Indletment of this clty which Fire
Cammissioner Adamson drew when he told the Na-
fional Association of Manufacturers that all save
nineteen fires here in the last yenr were attributa-
hle to carelessuess, neglect or criminality. Im-
proper disposul of elgars and clgarettes, he gald,
lighted 1,070 fires: carelessness with matches set
1,175; street bonfires were responsible for 1,058 con-
flagrations; gas ranges and radiators eansed 758
fires; overbeated flues, stovepipes and furnaces pro-
duced 600, and failure to have chimneys properly
cleaned 703; children’s play with matches or fire
resulted In O8S blazes; candles set 351 flres; Ignition

o

of gasolene and benzine vapors 304, and an Indefi-
nite ecussedness, labelled “mischievousness™ {n the
depsrtment records, 311.

Out of these fires came loss of 1fe and lhes of
property. The money loss 18 not alone on the indi-
viduals directly affected. The taxpayers feel it in
tha cost of malntaining a huge and complex fire ae-
]'rlnwnf: property owners get it In thelr Insuranee
rites; even the occupant of the humble flat bears
bis proportion of it in the rent. The city maln-
tains a bureau of fire prevention, which s doing
gooid work In compelling the Installation of fire
fighting devices and the removal of flre hazards In
buildings. The best burean of fire preventlon pos.
sible would be the general public firmly determined
not to play with fire or tnke any chances,

Carranza Ought to Become a Party to the
Niagara Falls Conference.

It I8 discournging to hear that the agent of the
Constitutionalist government in Mexleo, who was
reported as ready to journey to Niagara Falls and
put himself informally more or less In touch with

| the mediation proceedings there, never recelved such

an assignment, The course of events in Mexico has
upset the stafug guo in the conference, since while
the friendly agents of the A B € powers have been
facilitating sn exchauge of views bhetween the gov-
ernment of the United States and the Huerta gov-
ernment the authority of the latter to speak for
them 1s belng withdrawn by a larger and Inrger
portion of the Mexiean people. Tampico, Tuxpam,
saltillo and Teple have fallen in quick succession,
Carranza and Villa now have the whole of Northern
Mexico In thelr power, and within a few weeks
they will be masters of a eonsiderable sectlon of
Middle Mexico, There Is apparently no serfous mili-
tary obstacle left to a trlumphant processlon from
Saltille to Mexico Clty,

To deal with Huerta and his following as the
true representiatives of the Mexiean people, ignoring
Carranga and Villa, Is now an absurdity, Any com-
paet made with the Huerta delegates would have to
be submitted subsequently to the Constitutionalists,
uand the difficulties in the way of an agreement
would be belghtened by the fact that the Constitu-
tionnlists had assumed no respousibility whatever
for the settlement. The revolutionists have had &
wonderful suceess in the fleld. They are gulnlng
prestige and Strength daily, and if the conference
at Niagara Falls were to be prolonged well into the
summer without their approval or partelpation fis
result would be barren. A new conference would
have to be called to deal with a new government
and a new public sentiment in Mexico,

The meidlators weuld save time and trouble hy
arranging at once to deal with Carranca and Villa
as principals, A settlement of the Mexiean problem
which left them out of the reckoulng would be of
little or no ulm._

| Harry Stevens

And slip us other stanzas in that strain.

The commencement season Impinges and with 1t
will come the daring remarks of the baccalaureate

germoners.  “Honesty wins" and “Fipancial suc-

|cess is not everything” are some of the revolu-
Watch the

tlonary preachments of last season,
Tower for excerpts from the 1014 grist

BUTTONHOLE BOUQUET.

i Regard, O Colyum, please.

We do not know thesze flowers
type—

e picked them on the keys,

| ART.

~ The American publle, which is Interested In sport
||md faseinated Ly the business of eport, reads the

dally accounts of the Fed games, and wonders how |

the league Is prospering.
tell the attendance?

Why don't the reports

|
| THE DIARY OF OUR OWN SAMUEL PEPYS.

May 21.—Up, and with (. Daley to the eourts, and
we had flve vigorous setts, but T was hard put to |
it to win one. Thence to the office, where 1 rec'd
a deal of hantering at having lost, but took It in |
good part, as why should T not? All the evening at
work, and better eoptent with the result of m_\'l
Inbours than for a fortnizht,

22—Early to the ofiice, and on the way down the
stalrs to the tube I espled a frafl-seeming maid
burdened wuh a heavy sult-ense, and T did make
to earry it for her, but she turned upon me splte-
fully, saying, Release it, which I did, but felt bitter
at heart and could not but hope no mun would ever
give up a seat to her in a erowded train. And,
musing thus, I did glimpse an oldish woman stand-
Ing near me, and rose and offerad her my seat, but
she glowered at me, saying londly, T am emerging
soon, which she did not do, no, not till we had come
to the Bridge. Which cheered me not at all. To
the ball-park, and saw a dull game, and sate next
the provender-dispenser, and he
asked me for a clgnrre, which I d'd give him, he
vowing to give me one some day. Then B. Bulger
asked me and D, Runyon to ride home with him In
his petrol-wagzon, and we assented, but we could
not find It anywhere soever, and I wonld not swear
he owneth one, never having seen 1t. Damon and
I then home by eab, and we did mateh coing for the
reckoning and I won, which T was glad of. IHome
to dinner and thence to the office, where there wils
much talk of the eonviction of Becker, which all 1
saw deen n Just thing.

Our Own !"r’mzricia! j’!mtonmphs.
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TRAIN

N H & n
LEAVING WII-
LIMANTIC, CT,, SHORT-
LY AFTER CHARLES 8
MELLEN ASSUMED THE |
PRESIDENCY OF THE
ROAD,

NOT AGAIN; NO,

now being enacted
B

Bnbsolar novelties, ns Solomon once observed, are
non-existent. The polsoned needle-thing, Bill Wood
tells us, s 014 Stu¥. From Cymbeline, Act 1, Se.

I would they were in Afrie both together,
self by with a needls that I might prick
: goer hack.

THE LIT'R
The Klupenreiner sto will present the
“Ragged Trouser” and "Philanthropist” over-
ind other fashionable apparel designed
toa of the

Y GAME,

to-day

new
alls for men,
for worklng

nws garments. The style n

latest fashion 18 taken from Hobert Tressall's new
novel “The Roazged-Trousercd Phi iropists.”
Whila the stvl have been Introduced by e effores
of the | to advertize the book, it is thought
that fashio stmpathy for the luborer on the
part of the upper classes will find a Atting expression

in these new emartly degagfe garments. They will |
be posed In the me Mauve Saloons from 10 to
10 and from 3 4: 20 g'clock.
- -

The Myvth Emporium s
Robes de Nuit, They

Byron's famous poem “She Walks In He

showing to-day the new
on Lord
auty Like
the Night," and have the endorsement of the Byron
estute’'s residuary legatees,

L]

BEyron are modeled

Whozlss's Hat Store Is displaying the new straw

hits these mernis A particulnrly distinetive style
for exclusive dreassers s called “The Helmet of
Navarre,” In honor of Bertha Runkle's epoch-making
novel,

“Whatever bad the Tower may have,”

Bab offers, “it has good influence. Many a
cantrib who ‘simply e1 get up' rises early on cer-

tain mornings to see whetlior

hiw's landed.
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A Brooklynite Relates His Grounds fﬁl‘] the court and put under bonds

Complaint.
To the Editor of The Tribuns.

Sir: It I8 refreshing to find some ona
with cournge enough to write about the
Brooklyn Rapld Transit Company.
time ago a talesman was asked In the
Brookiyn Supreme Court If he had any
prejudice agalnst the B, R, T, and his

' answer was that he belleved every man

in Brookiyn had.

The other day 1 boarded a trolley car
at the Willlamsburg Bridge Plaza bound
for New York and got Into conversation
with & man who sald he had travelled all
over the Unlted States, but had never
found anything In the line of transporta-
tion as bad as Brooklyn's. 1 do not know
what use the Public Service Commisgion
is us far as the general public Is con-
cerned, but I do know from daily ex-
perience that the Brooklyn elevated sys-
is the meanest affalr I have ever
met anywhere.
fsland sfatlons, and have no accommoda-
elther men or women, Tha
wiiting rooms are dingy and dirty, and
for about six months of the year one-
half, or neavly one-half, is occupled by
candy and newsstands. The only officlal
of the company is the lone woman who
sits in her box, takes the fares and man-
ages the turnstiles, If the station plat-

form gets congested and there is d:a-|

r, excitement or commotion there is
not a man with authority to act and
restore peace.

Often ona hns to wait ten to
minutes for tralns supposed to run on &
seven-minute schedule. Some of the tralns
have only two or three cars, which are so
crowded that nelther seats nor straps
be found, and no redress can be
obtained for mutiinted toes or torn off

Some of the cars are as antl-
as Nouh's Ark, while seats in-
to hold two peopls are only fit
ardent lovers who do not object

packing, The conductors and
guards, as a rule, are all right, but there
» Vvery poor specimens of human-
g them—some who are too lazy
or too wenk to call out the stations, and

buttons.
quated
tended
for two

can only use the stereotyped “step lveiy*
s passengers try to get out or In through
the blocked I saw one man
break nn end in his desperate

effort to get out alive through & corden
of toughs, and probahbly a few crooks,

who always like to stand on crowded
platforms.
Such are the conditions that prevall,

which can be verified by thousands who
dally travel on the Brooklyn elevated
ng. Burely the members of the P. 8. C,
of these cvils, as well as the come-
pany, and the poor, suffering, sweltering
the latter, of course, are not
1y of considerantion in Brooklyn. A
[ publicity from such papers as The
Tribune may Inspire a much needed re-
form. M. R. B.
Brooklyn, May

pubiic;

"

1914.

LETTING THE MAN DO IT

Folly of a Woman Who Turns Over Her
Property to a Brother or a Son.

To the Editor of The Tribune,

8ir: You would greatly oblige a dally
and Bunday.reader of your paper if you
would § sh un editorlal on the foolish-

ness of & woman allowing her brother or
her son or any one man to have full
charge of her property.

The writer knows of two cases. This
party has had churge of his mother's
property and his sister's property for
about fourteen years, during which time
he has sold and mortgaged thelr property
by simply getting both of them to sign
papers without reading them

Neither his mother nor sister (s extriyv-

agant, yet they are without money most |

of the time, and ueither ons could do
anything to earn maoney.
There should be @& law passed prevent-

Home |

Most of the statlons are |

fifteen |

The law In the State of Penpsylvania
|18 that no woman can sell or mortzuge
her property without the signatures of
her husband and sons, Wa should have
| the same law In the State of New York.
INTERESTED,

|  Brooklyn, May 21, 1014

THE SUPINE POLICEMAN

A Reader Testifies to His Existence in
| Time of Need.

!To the Editor of The Tribune

| Sir: If It had been your misfortunhe to
|mm1mtnr the supineness of some pollce-
| men when women (or a man of modest
ir“.trriage} attempt to procure co-operation
in some seml-publlc matter you might be
| able better to understand Mrs. Wright's
excitement when befriending an unfortu-
| nate horse.

| Only last Bunday a pollceman asked by
| me to co-operitte in the checking of o
| violation of a city ordinance sall, "Who
| are you?' with the emphasis on the “you.
1 convinced him of hls neglect of duty
and his general foollshness, but 1 didn't
feel excited, as no suffering of animal or
human was involved. As for Agent Beck-
1 ett, of the 8.
| amiss, perhaps, for him to be taught the
{nstructions of the late Mayor Gaynor
to the police: “A load needn't be weighied
to demonstrate whether a horse s over-
loaded or 15 not, 1f the horse cun't haul
the load with reasonable eass the anl-
| mal is overloaded, ons ton or two tons
or a fow pounds.” Cominon sense, not
soms academie conclusions, should be
brought to bear.

All honor to Mrs. Wright for her kind
and unselfish heart. Would there were
| mora with some lllumination of heart and
mind! B, ¥ BTORIS.

New York, May 21, 1914

BRYAN

IN DEFENCE OF MR.
[His Course in Mexican Aifairs Is Ap-
plauded.

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Slr: g visit which he mande
to the quarters of the 24th Reglment, im-
medlately previous to the outbreak of the
Franco-German War, Verdy du Vernols,
then serving on the Prusslan general
staff and later Minister of War, makes
the following statfment:

“No one who has seeh war with all ita
horrors and the suffering which It causes,
even to the successful side, can possibly
wish for it." and that writer further says
that on the next occasion when he saw
this regiment they wera Iving In heaps
on the ground which they had bought
with their blood.

Theee words of u successful soldler, who
had gons through three wars and who
| presumubly ought to have become Indif-
ferent to hardships which they
caused, lead us to the proper standard
by which we may gauge the acts of our
responsitle servants In the direction of
our foreign polley. Agalnst two of these
in partcular (President Wilson and Mr.
Hryan) much criticiam has been aimed,
but it ¥ of the latter with whom we wish
to denl especially In thess remarks.

Is Mr. Bryan in the right in his efforts
to proceed deliberntely and avold en-
tanglement, If any other reasonable way

Describing

the

can be found to deal with the crisis? To |

any one who hus studlied history closely
&nd kept current with the chunging views
of publle sentiment, nothing, I think, can
P' more clearly apparent than the funda-
mental transformation in the belief of
civilized peoples on the sublect of Inter-
national relations and the deeper mean-
Ing of patriotism.

| Pure devotion to the interests of the
| state was the pecullar possession of He-
l:\ub:lma Rome. It made her great, and
when [t.chifted to devotlon ta Indiuiduel

| leadership

1 which the

P. U, A, It wouldn't comd |

An Open Forum for
Public Debate.

tha stats declinsd and Rome

fell, The Greek could never surmount
his love for his own litte state, and his
hatred or contempt for the rival municl-

pality, or the barbarlan. The Middie Ages
glve us tha king of divine right, and
he, In turn, 8 followed by the nurrow

|1,l'|-‘» of natlona! patriotism which la ex-

emplified In  Chatham, and which woaa
much Hellef 1
spreading that, side what all this
signifles beyond real service, patriotiam,
a8 suct contalns much that i

| utterly worthless Patrlotism and the

fighting spirlt it defenslvely maintained
ent; in the aggressive featurs
yellow press seems minded to
put Inte it, it la dangerous and may be
lendish

Absolutely

and on princlple no netion
has the right to deprive another of Ita
desire for peace or the full enjoyment
of 1ts own natlonal life, and, though such
a4 Btate has a clvilization which tha other
might consider lower in the senle, it alona/
has the right to improve it and to adjust
and rectify (ts own !denls, As o thorough
bellever in progressive {deas, this im-
wement will come to Mexieo as it has
come to Japun and China. Climate, his-
tory and enviromment thers worked to
make Mexicansg anid not Americans, U
wea have any business there, it {8 business
and not slanughter.

An adversary will grant all the fore
going, perhaps, and then say: “Whh
then, wons Huoerta not recognlzed and save
all this useless warfare?™ There 15 &

twolold answer to this. In the first place
thers 13 the decper meaning of natlonal
honoer. thie feellng which
every it to hive on the sub-
lon, we were
loms and maxke

To glve I
Amerdcan
t of a cownrdly a

bound to follow our
them felt. In the second place, luerts
never had it In his power to glve peace
after that decd, as events have showi
and that the Mexican conaclen Just
as lively on this point s proved by the
fact that they forthwith took arms
to rid themselves of a usurper and
murderer

The peculiar vietim of the yellow pres®
In all this sad business has been Me
It ci s that & jent and not

1 the controliing featury

185 h

f his polley This by no means follows
Vagua nt s one thing; ecautiod
busced on the feellng of responsibility s

quite another. In all this wo can see but

lone gulding principle: to do justice and

the needless " f human

Iusulted and reyiled aus probably
no other man In Anferfcan publia life has
ever been, he has had a long and honor-
able career, his adhesion to his mors!
genge has been unfalling, and In no crisis
conduct been mors creditable and
jle than In this sad business of
FREDERICK B. WALCH.
Byrnouse, N, Y., May 14, 1914
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sacrifl

A MILITARY TRAIN

There Was No Railroad from Vera Crus
in 1847,

| To the Editor of The Tribune.

9

Bir: On page your special feature
section, Sunday, May 17, under the head-
ing, “Contumely Was Trist's Pay fof
Ending the Mexlcan War of 187, in the
fourth column, you state;

“But & delayed traln and the lapse of
six days swept Trist into that insubordls
nate disobedience out of which grow the
seeming lmpossible. Upon receipt of hi#
recall he planned to leave the Mexican
capital on December 4, 1841, by &
train for Vera Cruz,” ete.

Now, In view of the fact that thers Wil
no rallway in operation between the ciey
| of Mexico and Vera Cruz until about the
| year 1574, your statement would be rather
mislending for the uninformed. 1 supposé
that your writer had in mind & mittary
| traln or escort
CHARLES LACEY PLUMB.

| New York Maw 1o roes J




